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Communique - Greyhound Racing 

Transition Working Group  

This communique highlights the key discussions and considerations from the 

Greyhound Racing Transition Working Group meeting held on 18 February  2026:  

Summary of matters discussed:  

1. Correspondence  

The Commissioner noted the Communique of each GRTWG meeting emailed 

directly to Greyhounds Tasmania to keep them informed of matters discussed within 

the working group (WG) meetings. 

Luke Gatehouse was invited to table agenda items for this meeting and his reply was 

received the evening prior to the meeting. That email has been circulated to the WG 

members and was read aloud and discussed. The WG again discussed the request 

by Greyhounds Tasmania to have 2 participant representative on the WG.  The WG 

agreed that membership of the WG to the greyhound industry should be extended to 

1 participant with any relevant expert provided the opportunity to attend should that 

issue be discussed.  

It was agreed that Luke Gatehouse is to be offered a 30-minute window at the next 

working group meeting.  

The Commissioner received correspondence from the Joint Sanding Committee on 

17 January requesting further information from his appearance on 11 February 2026. 

2. Update on Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee (JSC) and Legislation 

The Commissioner provided an overview on his appearance at the JSC on 11 

February 2026. A recording of his appearance before the JSC can be found here: 

The Commissioner forwarded the communique of the previous working group 

meeting to the chair of JSC. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/scarroll/Documents/Greyhound%20Phase%20Out%20%202029/Working%20Group/Meetings/14%20Jan%202026/LB%20gave%20an%20overview%20of%20the%20Tasracing%20audit.%20Some%20points%20noted%20were:
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3. Oct-Dec statistics for greyhounds – update 

Tasracing provided an update of the statewide greyhound audit currently being 

undertaken . This will be conducted by 5 March 2026   

 Some key issues identified include  

• Servicing has increased.  

• There were zero un-microchipped dogs were found in the audit.  

• Some participants refused to participate.  

• A trending theme is greyhounds having been moved.  

• Issue of traceability – physical inspections are crucial to maintaining accurate 

traceability.  

The Commissioner will be notifying Greyhounds Tasmania and the JSC of the audit 

results.   

4. Greyhound Transition Modelling  

Tasracing have just completed a draft modelling report which contains various 

options which require management and board approval before being presented to 

the WG  Modelling was based on the September audit, historical data from ORI and 

Tasracing data.  

Tasracing will present an overview of the report at the next meeting.  As has been 

previously reported there are no current plans to alter the 2025/6 season.  

5. Budget  

The Commissioner detailed that he was working on a budget submission for the 

Greyhound Transition Program and requested feedback from working group 

members. 

6. Complaints  

Complaints are being managed through the Commissioner’s office.  The 

Commissioner detailed one animal welfare greyhound matter that was raised during 

the JSC where greyhounds are potentially being relocated interstate to avoid 

authorisation to requests made to Tasracing to euthanise injured greyhounds.  

Tasracing TIU are investigating this matter. Complaints are to be processed in line 

with the Commissioner’s complaint handling framework. 
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7. Draft Transition Plan 

The draft transition plan will continue to be developed and WG members are 

expected to have input into each topic or area to be considered and discussed. 

Subject matter experts will be invited to attend the WG when required. 

8. Other Business  

Tasracing raised the issues of kennel cough is spreading through kennels, resulting 

in race meetings being cancelled.   

The issue of the Animal Welfare Act was raised regarding potential amendments.  

The issue of AI frozen straws and breeding stock was raised and will require 

significant discussion, investigation and consideration.  

9. Administration issues  

RTI applications and transparency were discussed.   

It was noted that communiques are published online following each WG meeting.  

The next meeting of the working group will be held on 4th March 2026. 

  

Any enquiries can be directed to the office of the Tasmanian Racing Integrity 

Commissioner by email to GreyhoundTransition@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au. 

 

Sean Carroll 

Tasmanian Racing Integrity Commissioner  

20 February 2026  
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